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INTRODUCT/ON

The United States Navy is a com-
posire of a wide variety of activities.
I: is. of course, ships of the line and
:heir underwater submarine counter-
r,aris. Ir is also the diverse air units,
,.,, herher they be propellor, jet, or
helicopter, launched front the huge
f1lghr decks of a carrier or from
shcre-based Naval Air Stations.

There are many other units re-
la,ed to the United States Navy as
n eli I the \,Iarines, with their own
prcud historrv and traditions; the Sea-
i:ees *'ho, with their "Can-Do', spirit,
perlorm engineering rniracles daily;
u:ders'ater demolition team (UDT)
s*'immers: hurricane hunters; and
manv more.

\\'har is unique about Roosevelt
Rcads is that it is an essential train-
ing center for every one of these ac-
:ivities. It is, in fact, one of the most
complete Naval training and testing
areas an*vhere in the world.

The U.S, Naval Station, Roosevelt
Roads, is a military command re-
sponsible for the huge land acreage
as *-el1 as the personnel, buildings,
a:d serr-ices required to support the
,. arious training activities.

Primarv among the ,,tenants,, lo-
ca:ed on the Naval Station is the
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headquarters of Commander Atlantic
Fleet Weapons Range. The Weapons
Range is one of the largest controlled
land and sea areas available for con-
ducting large-scale fleet exercises.

The unique combination of large
ocean areas, strategically located
Iand masses, and the most modern
and sophisticated electronic equip
ment enables the Range to provide

Some o{ lhe mosi sophistlcoled hordwore
ore used in Roosevelt Roods operotions.

The Alr Operolions E.riqim

virtually every element r-:,_ :r-
realistic battle conditrons .- ."-,
training.

The ocean areas to the : . : - .-..
south of Puerto Rico are :_ -:.
transited by commercial sl-i:;:.-. -"-
air traffic. This, combinrC :, '- r

cellent climatic conditic:_. : L

established the range as .i :: - :.-
exercise area for Atlantic F.=.' _"

ond techniques of lhe modern \:.r
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A BRIEF H/STORY
Roosevelt Roads was first conceived

as a possible site for a naval facilityin lglg, due to its excellent potential
for a harbor, airfield, ana iana ae_
fense post.

Nothing materialized, however, un_til World War II, when the site was
further visualized as a major operat_
ing base. It was to be an industrial
establishment, capable of supporting
60 per cent of the attantic fteei
under war-time conditions. In addi_
tion, it would furnish logistic support
to secondary air bases on the isiands
of Antigua, Saint Thomas, u rra
Culebra.

In. the event Great Britain was
overwhelmed by Axis powers, the
area would become an operating basetoI .tl"- British fleet, with qu*arters
established as a refuge for the Royal
Family.

In the early lg40,s a construction
program of massive proportions com_
menced, transforming the area into a
booming war-time base. A huge dry
dock was constructed aurinj tnai
period with supporting machinJshops,
foundry, and piers.

The dry dock, which is l,0gg feet in
length and 145 feet wide, is among
the world's largest. Although it haf

never been used extensively, it did
provide repair facilities for a few
ships near the end and just after
the war.

When Roosevelt Roads was com_
missioned a U.S. Naval Operating
Base in 1943, it was far from thE
finished product of the l9a0 plan.
The war had passed the Caribtean
and Allied leaders agreed that the
proposed station size was no longer
necessary. For the next 14 y"".., the
base lapsed into an almosi iropu.u-
tive status which saw it close seven
times and reopen eight.

In 1955, the Chief of Naval Op
erations ordered the establishment ofthe Atlantic Fleet Guided Missile
Training Center. Roosevelt Roads was
chosen for the site and in lg5? was
redesignated as a naval station.

One of the first steps in the new
expansion was the acquisition of theArmy's old Fort Bundy, an area
which now comprises the southernportion of the station. Fort Bundy
was first established in lg40 as a
headquarters for coast artillery em_
placements, with the mission of de,

l:rd]n* against enemy attack during
construction of the Naval Base itselfl
_ Aviation activities also increased.
I_n lVt"V 1959, the Naval Station air_field was named Ofstie Field, in

honor of the late Vice Admiral RalphA. Ofstie, former Deputy Chief 'oi
Naval Operations (Air), Lna a ais_
tinguished leader in Naval aviation.
The airfield,s 6,000-foot runway was
increased to 11,000 feet in order to
accommodate ever increasing jet air
traffic.

During the initial build_up and ex_
pansion of Roosevelt Roads, the sta-
tion's operational control and respon-
sibilities were extended beyond the
station proper to include an additional
29,000 acres of land on ten adjoin-
ing islands. Within a period of a few
short years, Roosevelt Roads has be_
come one of the largest Naval Sra-
tions in the world, as well as home of
the Atlantic Fleet Weapons Range.

Rooseve* Roods wos orrginotty_serecred qs rhe srie for o Novor storion becquse oftlons personner con suppJ* rii'rriiiv'.;";; il;" of ship ln rhe Aironric Freer.
ils ercelleni horbor. Surfoce Opero-
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WHAT'S IN A NAME - The term
"Roosevelt Roads,, is the heritage
of both the station,s wartime mi-s_
sion and the man who first en-
visioned it. Franklin D. Roosevelt
initiated planning for a naval
facility in the area that would
feature a l0-mile protected anchor_
ag+Roads-that was to have been
constructed across Vieques Sound,
connecting the naval station with
Vieques Island.
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Commander Atlantic Fleet Weapons
Range/Commander Fleet Air Caritr
bean (COMLANTFLTWPNRAN/COM-
FAIRCARIB) is the overall com-
mander of the Atlantic Fleet Weap
ons Range Complex, encompassing
the Naval Station, Roosevelt Roads;
Atlantic Fleet Range Support Facil-
ity; and Fleet Composite Squadron
EIGHT. Also reporting to him, in his
role as Commander Fleet Air Carib-
bean, are two commands in Cuba:
the Naval Air Station, Guantanamo
Bay, and Fleet Composite Squadron
TEN. COMLANTFLTWPNRAN/COM.
FAIRCARIB reports to COMNAVAIR-
LANT, CINCLANTFLT, and CNO, re-
spectively, for operational and admin-
istrative matters.

Within the Atlantic Fleet Weapons
Range, the Commanding Officer, U.S.
Naval Station, Roosevelt Roads, is re-
sponsible to COMLANTFLTWPNRAN/
COMFAIRCARIB for the maintenance
and operation of facilities and ma-
terial.

The Commanding Officer, Atlantic
Fleet Range Support Facility is re-
sponsible for day-to-day scheduling
and operation of the range, while the
Commanding Officer of Fleet Compos-
ite Squadron EIGHT provides aircraft
and target drone service in support
of the Atlantic Fleet Range Support
Facility.

COMLANTFLTWPNRAN / COMF-

(ABOYE) Coptoln Johns welcomes two dislinguished
Reor Admirql Norvell Word, Commondonl of the
Honoroble C E Bennett, Choirmon of *he House Reoi

Allontic Fleei Weopons Ronge Heodquoriers.

visiiors lo Roosevelt Roods:
Tenth Novol Districl, ond
Esioie Subcommilfee.
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AIRCARIB commands and controls
assigned activities and coordinate-q
their efforts in direct supPort oi
fleet weapons s-vstems training arld
readiness of the operating forces ar:d

other designated activities. The r:ris'
sion also includes the planning a:l:
coordination of logistic strpf. r' :

fleet activities as well as coorC.:-.-.--

rf development, training,
,n projects.
zation of the Atlantic
rs Range Command, as
red. simplifies the com-
-.::,lre io coordinate all
-.:::d efforts in direct

yeapons training for
ces.
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-CAPTAIN RUBEN tEE JOHNS, U.S. NAVYCommonder, Ailqntic FJ"9t w;;p; iine"7Commonder, Fteet Ai" c;;i ;;";'

Coptoin Ruben Lee-JO-HNS, q notive of Missouri,wos bor-n Ociober 3t, 1920. x. "ri"iall iisi ..l,ootond iunior cottese ot Ctonure, K;;;;;, onl" xonro,Stote Teochers Ciotreoq. 
.pir+stuig, 

-io;;r.-ii-" 
ploy.a{ootb_olt ond bosebo[-in hish schiol--;;;-;;u.;..

Entering the Novy orin lrioli.i-iJuTi" .ton.uqry I94I, he wos commissioned ;;;l;"-;;'"eceivedNovy winss of Gotd t" J*;;i'llli ;::.' qr rhePenso co to, Ftorido, No""r I i"'ito-ri.".' iit ?"'i+ oss i gn_ment wos os on instruc+or in fighrer ;i;";;i toctics
i?i":':'-'-".fjl";'lil:"[..J..lrlti"l;-jii.r*,HiliT
Pensocoto he i-oined ". +igti". -siqrla_n-'ilri=lt.ro"y
1943, which conducred.-oi""oriii.-ls-;ir.i ir'" .t"p_onese in the Soulh pocific on +h"-is-lq'J:'of Luqdol_conql,. New Georgio, Bougonville. 

"nJ oti"-"".'
- . Shority ofier reiurniig t. J,r."Urii.j'itor"" lnJuty .Ie44, Coptoin JoH_Nt 

-Lli.i 
1noii"""'rietr",sluodron, rerurned ro 

_ 
rtr-e p;;ift;, lnl"lonau"r"aflight operotions ogoinst_tf,. 

"n"ry-f.Jr-+tl"Ii"c.oftcorriers.USS wASf ond BuNKER iiri- ,iiii"il.; rccs.ln April I946 he o....r-.a "ori."J'"r'"'iigr,r".squodron__o.t Norfolk, y,Istnio, ;;;;;;ir;'fiom tre.crrier uss pRlNcEroN.-rh;' pilliti'ib,n rJir"a rolhe western pocific vio t-f,e. ponq.o -Cl',ioifil'por"or
duty. From Mov of +he fo[o;i;;-v.i-'r'""fi1'jonuor]r
]l_a!a C-oplain iOXlrlS served os Aide fo CommonderFIRST Fleei in Son Diego ond Commonder WesternSeo Frontier in Son Froniis".; a.t*;;;l;.-='

Foltowinq o veor of .scrrooi li'iiic-"r Monferey,Cotifornio, Coproin JoHNs i"p""iJ't"-' +i"'''ttorotAir Test Center, potux_enl nir.", Vo.ytoijl *fr.".he qilended ihe Novqt r.r+ 
'ili"i's"ilorl.'ii-J 

,""r.alhe rex.t fwo_ yeors os o test pil"t, ;f+e; ,ii ,ontf,,os Prolect Officer for. Air- d.r"l"p."rr'iqloa"on
THREE, Ailontic Ciiy. tvew Jersey, he ossumed com_mqnd of o jet fighter squodron ii ii"-6-"..-r-", vi"-

ginio, Novol Air Stolion-in 1952 ond operoled in the::"f!9" Uss MtDwAy _in ilre 
-aii.ri[-'6"="." 

."aM-editerroneqn Seq. tn^t9sr ini'i;il';"-;ved os
|!lc_r_of+ Operorions orfi;;r-;;.' fi;'.=.;::. ussWASP, which ooerored. in U.* +'1," ifio,iii" onaPocific Oeeons, qnd cr.uised 

"r}.n.ir"iy 
jn'i'i. soril,chino seq ond rhe Gutf oiT""il'';;;i";"til'rr"n"r,

lndo-Chino Wor.

_.. ln June 1954, he .reported to fhe Office of iheGhief of Nqvot Ooeroiioi, *1,".. r,.'i.i.iir," n.rttwo yeors ossocioied -irf n.r.ii"ir-"ni b'.'ru'rop,,,un,Proiects o nd operoriono t 
- 
Ruq ;;;;;nir.-riJ.'iupr.rn-ber te56 to iebruory_ lcsi ciei;ii' .ldrin's 

"or-g."lg"d_ corrier Air broup FoUi''; i-ai''irrorrur+Fietd. cotifornio, which--of'erir"i"r"l,'+ti Jo."i".,Uss.-- HoRNET ond srNtirr{cibN ii" r'i. i.r+."nPocific.

Novy Deporimenr in *oshingr;;-;i;'h"'Iivea rnenext..iwo yeors working w-itf' proiects .i"-..i"Ja *irf,missite ronses, boltistic- missites ;;; ,p-;';;:Jr"orr.He sroduored from rhe. r"ar.i.i"i't.iili! Ii'a.."aForces in July 1962 ond reported for duiy wiih iheNovy Deportmenl in ttre neitoEoi. ''r rrry wt

_. -Copioin JOHNS reported for duty qs Chief ofStoff to rhe chief o+ No,oi Ai; il;l ?oinine o+lhe Pensqcoto, Ftorido. xoroi lii" s;;;;" 'in'6croce.
1964. ln August 1966 ie wos selecled os prospeclive
Commondins officer ror tre-n"-rii'ij" lr"*ilir., ll.bony, Georgio, when commirrioi.J'l;jri;l;;;.
- 

Coptoin Johns ossumed his present orriqnr"nt o.Commonder, Arronric Fteer w;o;o;;'il";;.i['J;r."-der, Fteef Air Coribbeo" "" A;;;;;i,^i;;;l-"'
_ He is momied fo the former Miss Sue Crqven ofPensocolo, Floridq. Thev
ond Jennifer. ' hove two children' stephonie
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a vast weapons loading and storage
operation located at Roosevelt Roads
and on 25,000 acres of land at Vieques
Island.

Specia) exercises bring up to 3,000
transients to the Naval Station at a
time. Operation Springboarcl, a major
fleet exercise scheduled annuallv from
January rhrough April, provid., .orn-
plete training for ships, submarines.
and air squadrons. as clesired by type
and operational commanders of the
Atlantic Fleet. Units of manv North
and Sourh American and ELropean
countries also come to Roosevelt
Roads each year for Operation
Springboard.

Admin with ihe Exchonge oreo in lhe

Operation of a weapons range and
training center requires a lot of land,
people, buildings, and services. To
provide these essential items of sup-
port is the mission of the U.S. Naval
Station, Roosevelt Roads.

The Naval Station is landlord for
more than 37,000 acres of real estate.
It is responsible for maintaining this
land, as weil as constructing and
maintaining over 9100 million worth of
buildings and 120 miles of roadwav.
\ew construetion comes close ro i4
million a year.

The Naval Station operates clubs
and recreation facilities, as well as
housing and barracks, for some 200,-irl)(l military visitors who annuallv
r.isir Roosevelt Roads, and for thl
5,000 military personnel and depend_
ents permanentl5r assigned here.

Huge quantities of fuel and supplies
are stocked by the Naval Station. To
rtove material and men, two HU-3.1
helicopters, various fixed wing service
ajrcraft, small surface craft and tugs,
and ,190 vehicles are operated bv the
\avaI Sration. Eaclr vear. rhe ,i. op_
erations department hanclles more
ihan 70,000 landings and takeoffs, in_
cluding some 2,000 instrument ap_
proaches and 6,100 instrument opera-
: ions.

Ship movements average i,200 a
.. ear, and small craft movements are
nrore than 5,400.

The Naval Station is responsible for

In i969, Roosevelt Roads w a s
the site for Exotic Dancer II, a field
exercise involving the Army, Navy,
Marines, and Air Force of the At_
lantic Command, plus units of the
Puerto Rico National Guard.

Project Stormfury, consisting of ex-
periments for seeding and monitoring
hurricanes, is based each summe;
out of Roosevelt Roads.

For specific intormation on
Naval Station Facilities and
Services, see section beginning
on page 23.
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CAPTAIN HAROTD E. VITA, U.5. NAVYCommqndin g_ Officer., U.S. N;vJitrii.r,
Roosevelt Roqds

Coptoin Hqrold Emonuel yito wos born in Woodslde,Long tstond, New yo.k,..on r"Uiroiy id,,,lizt, son oiChqrles S. ond Rose t(. (.M."y.;;-v;i",, u"'ii ,iJ. a.".or"a.He oitended New york 
^Unir;";ity' ;;Lr-;;' JL'iirrins in +r,.v-5 prosrom ln Morch l9at._Afiei.irri".ii"riiilshr rroinlnsot ihe Novot Air Srorion, Fr.yd B;;;;l;"ii.ij, r.ru* yo"t ,he wqs qppointed Aviofion a;;"t, 'U."s.' 

lil'Jo't n.r""r. lnJune I94I ond hod ftioht_troinin! .'+ ti" r,i"il.i ai. Stoiion,Jocksonville ond Miom-i, flo"iJo.-Oesig""f"i'i.r", Aviotorqnd commissioned Ensign 
- 

on 
- Mqrch 

- tl,-\ii), he subse-quenfly odvqnced in roni ro +frot-oi"co;i.;,-;" doie fromJune l, I96I, hovino lrqns{err_ed +.or-f-tL'tt-orol Rese"ve lofhe U.S. Novy on A-ugusi 14, 1946.
Afler receivino his yTings in 1j42, he ioined FighterSquodron NtNE op6roring. in'boti ir,.i+.i"J"","nd pqciftcoreos from oircrqf+ 

"o"-"i."r.- 
-Or"l"g 

fr.''rll,"o April toJune I944, he wqs on instruclor .i"ir,""H.ili'1,. snorion,Melbourne, Florido. a{rsp .vrhiqfi h.' 
';;;;-'*ith 

FighterSquodron TwELvE, otiqched r" ir," it-ss"niriioirx.

l_,1 " i", i, #' L j." ff ! I'T,: 
_!, { 

i,ll, 3 :iJ; j " 

"l 
li:,,,*;:, ;lond in^Februory 1946, lvos_ossignej +o +i. Nqvol Air Mo.teriql Cenier, philodetphio, p"";;tlr"";;, _;"'":on rhe-siqff .;;";;;i.rr pitor. ln september l;.):i".[lported for instrucrion. under.the H.ti;;.;";i;n, ot GeorgeWoshinEton Universirv. W"rfiigr.i,'-;;:, 'ji! in AugustIe48, ioined A*ock tquodron_ or.it riiuorio sEvENryFouR, to serve os Ereiurive- oJIt;;-" ;;;'';l;r commond-lng Officer uniit Jonuory_I9s0. The ie;";.;tf he reporfedlo Operotionol Test ora r""rroiio" iqr.i"'.'rJ"rHREE wherehe wos ossisned io evoruqte rh" i;i.;i ii;;|'oi"".ofi.

Coploin yilo reoorfe.d- for inslruclion of ihe GenerolLlne Schoot, Monterev. cotifor;io; j; iclil'l"i'upon compre-tion of lhe course t'her-e in .o".Lru."-i'c;2,' ;", ossignedlo ihe Bureou of Ordnonce, I.W O.;""1;;t, Woshington,D.C., where he heqded the mine ;"a i.pi'i'"iirge reseorchond devetopmenr secrion. l" J;;";;; ie#,'#''":rrmed com.

3,:rri-:L Ttl,-,', J,1l', f "o 
n 

. 
E I GH rY-rH R E E, rhe No vy',s f irsr

r.o,-rlor".#ilil"",;"l.rr"r.IfAiJ# j:'il..*..i,r:;HJ
rhor yeor ioined rhe usi. iiEiitiiiil;i" (cyA-r4) qsNovigoior. buring Moy ond June i;58,-;.^"
?l i:ii ; I' ; i' ; i;'" ioh c ;rv. ; ; L; ; ;i ; 

" 
", #',llT;g^i'JI

From July I95g to.Februory 1959, he ollended lesl pllolschool qt .the Novot lir. rest ieii"r,' i"'tri.i,i River, Mory.Iond-, ond.ofter eompteting hi, t;;i"i"g-+l; wos csstgnedos operotions off icer rcf tt," a"ror.,ni "i"li oiriri.n onaloler qs on Assislqnl I

, r, i o n *r;..-i.' ;#;, 
"'J;. 

;:: "r:l r*#[ fl : 
r,'*l l* *j;commonded Corrier 

1_,:l^"-"1" ,S;; 'W..="lrg 
SquodronELEYEN, lhe lorqesl corrier squodron wi+f-Jetqclrments onoll Pocific Fleel corriers.

ln July I963, he become B-ureou of Novol Weopons Rep.resentotive ot lhe Grummon- Aircrofi Eiii*""lng Corpora-fion, Bethpoqe, Lonq Irrona, r,iu*r-i-o"r,.-illiiil,a tn ocioberI966 ro rhe Novqi li" iyri.rs.'a;;;;d"";eodquorters.
Woshinston, D.C., he .erved. *irh ;;;"i;;Io""l, ona fu"t-nolosy Grouo for ts.monihs b"f;;; ;;;;;iie du,es osExecufive Dirlcior of +he Motlrt:t.i;qffil;I;nc.orp. cop_loin Vito ossumed commond.f rh;-U.;:''Novqt Sioilon,Roosevelf Roods, p. R., on June 27, 196;'.-' "'

ln oddillon to the Silver Stor Medol wllh Gold Stor,ihe Distinsuished Ftvin.g c.or, *itt'.?lia"i,i.., rhe AtrMedot with five Goti Siors ond ir,."p"Jiil"ill, ,n,, 
"tro.

rion Ribbon, coprqin viio.h.g1.rh.'i;;;t*;=illionru 
ServtceMedot; Europeon-Africon-Middt" i;;i;;;'io-.=;qisn veaqr;Asiqtic-pocific Comooign- U"aof ; Wo"ia 1""L, yictory

ll:l:,' "", rhe Noiionoi D.run;;'i";;i;.-ulil, wth bronze
His officiol home addrs55 ls 3.25- Dolphin Avenue, BeochIXi.", N:*_.{.u":.r. He ts.morrted r;'il; Jo"mer Heten

*i fl: .'xi li{" [l* T' ;:1,T..r, 
1]:#i 
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Atlantie Fleet Range Qupp Faeility

USS C. Y. RICKETTS lounches o

Actual operation of the Atlantic
Fleet Weapons Range is the respon-
sibility of the Atlantic Fleet Range
Support Facility.

More specifically, the mission of
the Support Facility is to provide tar-
get and range services in support of
fleet training and for the development,
test, and evaluation of weapons
systems.

This mission involves the estab-
lishment of operating and safety pro-
cedures, the dissemination of infor-
mation on scheduled operations, the
coordination of scheduled operations
with outside agencies, and, finally,
the actual conduct of the"exercises as
scheduled.

At the heart of the Range Support
Facility is the Operations Depart-
ment, which is divided into four divi-
sions: (l) the Sea Range Division,
which conducts all missile firings,
anti-air warfare exercises, and other
special operations utilizing the Range
Operations Center; (2) the Under-
water Range Division, which eval-
uates submarine and surface ship
weapons systems and supports special
project testing; (3) the Inner Range
Division, which has responsibility for
the Culebra Naval Gunfire Support
Range, the complex of small island
air-to-ground targets surrounding the
island of Culebra and the Close Air
Support Zone on the eastern tip of
Vieques Island; and (4) the Schedules
Division, which schedules all opera-
tions conducted on the Atlantic Fleet
Weapons Range with the exception
of the Springboard Operations.

The Development Deparfment of the
Facility is responsible for planning,
engineering and installing improve-
ments and additions to Range facili-
t!es, and for budgeting for annual

funding requirements. This depart-
ment is manned primarily by engi-
neers and other technical specialists
such as computer programmers.

The Maintenance and Support De-
partment has cognizance over ma-
terial and logistic matters for the
facility. This includes liaison with
other supporting activities such as
the Naval Station, supervision of the
material and maintenance function of
contractor activities, communications
and security.

Range Safety and Frequency Man-
agement/Control personnel are also
attached to the Commanding Officer's
staff to monitor and control these im-
portant aspects of Range operations
and development.

To achieve the maximum benefit
from each missile firing, missiles
have the capability of sending radioed
information on a variety of their in-
ternal functions. To receive, record,
and analyze this information there is
attached to the Facility a smal! btut
technically sophisticated group known
as the Fleet Missile Systems Analysis
and Evaluation Group (FMSAEG) de-
tachment, whose parent activity is lo-
cated in Corona, California. This de-
tachment can record the radio in-
formation (known as telemetry)
from the missile, analyze it within a

few minutes, and advise the firing
unit as to how well its missile per-
formed and what, if anything, went
wrong.

A notable feature of the Facilitv's
operation is it's unique militar-v-civil-
ian team aspect. Management is
military, as are a number of functions
for which there are available military
skills, but the technical operations
and maintenance of Range facilities
and drone targets are accomplished
by RCA and Teledyne-Rvan contrac-
tor personnel respectivel\.. The range
planning and developntent engineers,
the FMSAEG detachmenr and most
clerical personnel are Cir.il Service.
Altogether, the facilitv has about 25
officers, 80 enlisted. 35 cir.i1 service,
and 190 contractor personnel.

Since its con)llisrj^1rltg. numerous
operations have been successfully
conducted using lhe Ranges of the
Atlantic Fleel Rarge Support Facility.
Because of g:,-.'.-:. ;i personnel ex-
perience ar:r :1'. >:::1 facilities, the
Range tci:'. _. :.:: ile of rendering
to ererc:s::.: -:.-. :.::-,ost any type
of train::g r::: ::asantation known
to the \''.'-. ,r.s = :=,<..tlt of this ca-
pabilit'. . ::.: :....-:...: -1:=r Range Sup-
porr F":-.'. :- .:. Scheduled as
Rec,-r=.:=:
th: -:, .-.: -

has become a by-word of
Fleet-
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CAPTAIN THOMAS R. McCANTS, U.S. NAVY
Commonder. Attqnlic Fleet honoe

Support Focility

"" %*."iir**

Coploin Thomos R. McConts, son of the lote Mr. ondMrs. Robert S. McConfs of O""n-geUui;, l;;il Corotins, wosborn on December 3, I9r9-i. d;;s;1.-rl"io-urh Cqrotinowh.ere he sroduored from rhoct<si;;-Hl;;'iJoot tn 1937.Afler..ottending the Citoder, +1" 
-Uilito.i"CIrr"g" 

of SouthCorolino, for lwo yeqrs, he ""t.."J +i" u'.s]i"r.l Acodemyot Annopotis, Morvtond,-.wh... hu g"il;;t"j'Ira wos com_missioned on Ensisi in rhe u.S. N.i;;;;;r; june rca2. Hellen entered +he [.S. Novol Submoir'". ]"i,I.i 
"+ New Lon-don, Connecticui ond groduoted i, i;pt;;b"" I942. Upongroduotion from Submciine sctrooi--t";;;; to the USSMARLIN (SS 204) ond served o, euii"iv-bfflcer untllSeplember I943. Reoor^ting 

"f oo.a-li,l' 'US'S FIASHER(S.s 249t in ocfober iel:, cop+iii U"ioir-.l.rua in ihorsub-mqrine os Assisiqnt Engineir, grii""v"Cifjle, Execuiiveofficer, ond. Novisoro... whil. ;";;;-t; ii.'i.asxrn, r,uco-mpleied six successfur _wo" po+"oii'ln'+he-soutrwest pq-cific ond wos oworded +tre sil"ei'iro. ti"J"-o+ion ona oGoId Siqr ln fieu of s.seeond A*;;;: -oiiinq rh"r" ,1,polrols, FLASHER sonk lvrenty_on. 
"iury ,f,ips,to" q +o+olof I00,2-3I tons, the mosl tonnoge sunt<'Cf"Iiy submqrinedurins Wortd Wor il. o+her owoiJs-ililiila-ji,.ins WortdWor ll were ihe presidentiot U"ii-ci+iii"r]ii..i"on ou-fense Medqt (with sfor), flelicoi a*.'El#.lsn Medot,N-ov.y_ O_ccupotion Service uea"r, Noiionol-;;;:nr" ServiceMedol, Phitippine Liberotion niOUon iia"iiu-irioti" pociftc

Medol wiih six Bronze Stors.

fo.c-h9a. ond reporied +o..lh-" USS GRENADIER (SS 525),which he commonded untit Jonuory I9i;.'-'-'-"

Afier leovinq the FLASHER in Morch I946, Coptoin
Y."_9g"t reported for duty in USS ilpiil'rii c'oct. While tnPIPER he served os Firsi Lieutenqii,'irlli.."i"s Officer,Execulive Officer, Operotions Offi;;; o-ni-ilirisoto" rn+ltJune I949.
_ . l" llen reported to lhe Fleei Airborne EtectronicsTroining Unit Ailsntic ond servej o, 

'ii. 'alti-Submorine
WorJqre Troining Officer until Februoiy'i'isil'iop+oin Uc-Conts nexi reported to the USS liur.i isi'ibti qnd servedin lhoi submorine os Execulive Officei ona'ilrigoto" ,n+ttJ.uly-I952. Upon detochmentlrom +i"-affjlt il repor+ed +olhe USS CORSAIR (SS 435) os CornrondJnl'Offi"." ondcommonded ihct ship untit November I953 whin he wos de_

Upon detochmeni from GRENADIER, Coplain MeConisotlended o six-monlh course of instruciion'o+ lhe ArmedForces Sioff College ond then 
"upo"i.J-io'the Chief ofNovot operotions in Juty r955 f;;-;;i; o-s xeod of rheAnfi-Submorine Toclics - ond Doctrin" -SL"+t". 

When de.loched from Chiel of_f{ovot Operotioni-ii'irfy I957, hereported to the USS HOWARD *. SlLUOni (AS t6).
^ _-. Serving in USS HOWARD W, GILMORE qs EreculiveOfficer untit Juty I958, Coptoin M"C;ri;;;;.rred nexi forduiy os Commonder srurJ"ii. oirlr."'"rb{iy_oNE. Afferdeiochmeni qs COMSUID.IV f^Oniy-_O'lf E, ie reportea totle NROTC Unit, Duke,U-niversity, otlriirotn-, North Cqro_tlno in september re5e for durf'oi E;;;;;i;; officer ondAssocioie professor, Novot Scieice. c;;;i;;;;s his rour qi
l:1._r_:',,_.1',jy, in June re62-, Coproii M;"C;;i, reporred rouommonder Submorine Flotillo SIX for duty os Chief ofStqff.

..^- ln_August 1964, Coptoin McConls look commond of lheUSS ORTON (AS I8), homeporred in N..fiii,-iirsinio, wherehe remqined unlil Jonuory'I966, when ie reportea +o fheArmed Forces Stqff Coilege, X""t"il.'il;";i" served onthe_foculty until June I966 
'when 

i"-'"rrrrn"a"the posilionof Director, Fqcutiv Group C, "t th" a;tte;;: Coptoin Mc-Conts wos owordei +he J;in;'s..r; E-.r]II"a.ri"n Mbdotfor his service or the armed Foices Stiii'E.irlg".
Copioin McConls ossumed lhe duly os CommondingOJficer, Afloniic Fleei Ronge Srpfi.iio'.ifi+y, on October17,1959.
He is mqrried to ..the former Betty Richqrdson ofOrong_e.burg, South Corolino. ttey iov!'ioi. .iila".n, +t,".uSons, Thomqs, Jr., Williom ond. ph'ilip; 

"ni-o'a-.ugfr+er, Jeon.
Jom, Jr., is mq*ied ond is wlth rh;i";;; ;.;;;". No,onstBqnk in-Columbio, South Co"ofinq;-Wiif.ir-1.'i" Low School
3t tte lllyelsiry of sourh Corotin.;-.;J'j;; is o sopho-t:.u. ot.Winthrop Colte.ge,. Rock Hili, Soufh Eoroffno. phil,
who -is thirfeen, lives wilh his po."ifr, *h"'."iia. ot 5 FDRon lhis Novol Stotion, Roosevelt R;;ls:'-- ""
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Providing air and target service for
the Atlantic Fleet Weapons Range is
the job of Fleet Composite Squadron
EIGHT. Because its mission is so
ciosely related to the Range, the
squadron comes under the operational
and administrative control of Com-
mander, Atlantic Fleet Weapons
Range/Commander, Fleet Air Carib-
bean. VC-S maintains a complement
of about 40 officers and 350 enlisted
personnel.

The roots of Fleet Composite Squad-
ron EIGHT extend back to July 1,

1953, when Guided Missile Squadron
TWO was established as the first such
squadron in the fleet. In January
1959, GMSRON-2 officially moved to
Roosevelt Roads, where the squad-
ron began providing jet target drones
for ships and other fleet activities in
the Caribbean area.

In July 1960, the squadron was re-
designated as Utility Squadron EIGHT
and continued to provide drone serv-
ices utilizing the QF-9 and Ryan
KDA-1. In January 1962, the KDA-I
*as phased out of UTRON EIGHT's
drone operations and was repiaced by
the new BQM-34A (Q2C) drone. In
\ovember 1963, VU-8 received the
f irst of its new DF,SF "Crusader"
drone controlling aircraft which re-
placed the DF-ID Fury.

Some of the firsts established b1,
\-U-8 in the Atlantic Fleet during
196.1 were: (1) the first land recovery
oi a BQM; (2) the first night BQM
iaunch; (3) t h e first dual BeM
launch: and (4) the firsr BQM ilown
ar low altitudes of only 50 feet.

On July 1, 1965, the Squadron's
designation was once again changed
',.,-hen it becante known as Fleet Com-
p:srte Squadron EIGHT (VC-8).
''Composite" was a title which trulv

ffi,
i

the oir,

ffie Squadron Eight

i *:.
-t
,

:
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described the squadron's stable of
thirty seven aircraft which had growt-t
to include the DF-8tr, A-4B, QF gG/J,
DT-28B, P/DP-2E, and UH-34E.

In 1967, VC-8 acquired the first op-
erational dual launch AQM capability
for the A-1. This aircraft, configured
with two AQM targets, greatl5,' ex-
panded the squadron's ability' to pro-
vide reaiistic simultaneous target
presentations to Fleet Units. In Aug-
ust of the same year, VC-S added a
new target serrrice with the equip-
ping of its F-8 aircraft with banner-
tows. Also, in the same year, VC-E
received the f irst of two US-2C
"Tracker" aircraft which increased
the sqr.tadron's totai number of air-
craft tvpes to seven and added the
slow speed, Iow altitude, surface-to-
air gunnery target to the list of ser-
vices offered by VC-S.

On the ground ond in
prlmory mlsslons,

presenling

il *d' r 
=f 
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EarlSr in 1970, \rC-S acquired two
trvin jet engined SH-3 helicopters. Be-
cause of their added horsepower and
extended cruising range over the H-34,
the H-3 has taken on the *'orkload of
BQM recoverl,.

In Februarv 1970, the NOLO opera-
tion u,as terminated by VC-S. The re-
maining QF-9's were flown to Point
Mugu, California, for further opera-
tions.

The services rendered b}, the Fleet
Composite Squadron EIGHT "Red-
tails" or.r behalf of the Atlantic Fleet
air and surface units have been con-
tinuallv expanded in quality, quantity,
and diversitv. The efforts of all
squadron personnel toward the goal of'
suppl-ving units utilizing the Weapons
Range rvith the best aerial services
possible have contributed to the readi-
ness of these units.

one of YC-8's
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COMMANDER ROBERT E. ZAPAIAC. U.S. NAYY
Commqnding Officer, Fleet Composite

Squodron EIGHT

Commqnder Robert E. Zopoloc, o nqllve of Houston,
Texos, oltended Rice Universify groduollng wilh o Boch-
elor Degree in Business Adminislrotion.

ln I954 he enlered flight troining ot Pensocolo, Florldo,
ond loler went lo Corpus Christi, Texos. He received his
wings in October 1955 ond served qs q combot qlrcrew
plone commonder with YS-30. As o Lieutenqnt in I958, he
wos o fiight inslructor lor Yf -27,

Serving with YR-2I, COD (Corrier Onboord Dellvery)
from I96l to 1964 he delivered personnel ond prlorlty
corgo io Pocific Fleet cqrriers. He flew the C-IA Troder
ond mode 420 orresled londings, lncludlng o Ionding on
every corrier in lhe Pocific Fleet. Durlng lhls tour he wqs
promoted lo Lieuienqnl Commonder.

He nexl served os the ossistont olr operotlons offlcer
oboord the USS CONSTELLATION (CYA-64) deptoyed to
WESTPAC. He wqs on F-9 flighi lnstrucior for YT-24 when
he wos selecled for Commonder.

Commonder Zopoloc become lhe Execulive Offlcer for
Fleel Composile Squodron EIGHT in July I968 ond ossumed
lhe dulies of Commonding Officer in Moy 1970.
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Roosevelt Roads has many strong
and friendly ties with the very hos-
pitable people of Puerto Rico. Some
763 Puerto Rican neighbors work on
station, and Navy personnel frequent
the many shops and restaurants in
nearby trajardo and Ceiba as well as
San .Iuan.

Each 5,ear Roosevelt Roads holds
several open houses, so that inter-
ested persons can visit the weapons
Range headquarters, ships, and air-
craft. The 1970 Blue Angels show at-
tracted a record 23,000 persons to
Roosevelt Roads in a single day.

School tours are pro-,'ided -vear-
round, especially of the popular jets
at VC-S and of the \\'carher iacilities
located on station.

In the summer months, when base
loading is reduced, the barracks and
recreational facilities are made avail-
able to a wide range of youth groups
lrom Easter:r Puerto Rico.
A summer camp, jointlv operated

b1, the Police Athletic League, puerto
Rico Bovs Commission, and Navv
hlor,rght 200 bo1,s each week to the
station. The camp offered Navv sports
and recreation facilities, a boat trip
anci field day to Vieques Island, and
a tour of Navy ships and airplanes.
Barracks, cooking facilities, a n d
sports facilities were provided f ree
b], the Navy.

Similarly Roosevelt Roads is used
in the suntmer br- the Bov Scouts,
Explorer Scouts, and 800 members of

the American Crusaders.
Operation Handclasp . contributes

foods, medicines, and building ma-
terials each year to needy Puerto Ri-
can groups. Seabees have donated
their weekend time to renovating
schools and churches, constructing a
baseball park on the island of Culebra,
and working in numerous other civic
action enterprises.

In return, the various towns near
Roosevelt Roads, including Ceiba, Fa-
jardo, Naguabo, and many others, in-
vite Navy and military personnel to
their colorful festivals and other
celebrations held throughout the year.
Often, special nights are set aside to
honor the personnel at Roosevelt
Roads.
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INTRODUCT/ON
Almost every ship and aircraft

squadron in the Atlantic Fleet will be
visiting the Roosevelt Roads area dur-
ing the coming year, some more than
once.

The reason for these visits is tie
multi-million dollar Atlantic Fletr
Weapons Range Complex, headf
tered at Roosevelt Roads. fhe Ce,plex includes three separate rTa
fo^r weapons training and testiry,Z

:lJ:l:l ilfi :.iff :lr ;Hil=J
Range Support Facility.

SEA RANGE
The first of the three rarge" b al

Sea Range, encompassing two d
ocean areas, one to the noril I
Puerto Rico and the other b a
soiiih. These aieas are ,r"J-to J
ir#ffffi;"d:J#il:,fl
OPERATIONS CENTER I

All operarions in the Sea Rargr {
controlled from the Range Operar-I

ffi :T -'Tfl :'% #,"" :n.',E:Xls
lJ5lil"J":l,:',.?LJffi :"9,"x.,1-Jt
play consoles and large ...* -I
:11:: "ru:"::*I"f.#,iH ffisand St. Croix in the U.S. Vt fl
IilXll'',.,Xio,t*'*,,*" 

:HIsland.
There is a surveilli

cated on Pico del Este, a dom;netJ
peak just west of Roosevelt R-fl
This radar is also used bv the Ril
il:l.i1Xfl:,-Administration 

ror rl
Radar information is fed into dgld

computers and displayed almosr Ltr
stantaneously on seven-foot ,Cr-t
dispta-v" sceens in the Range d.--t
tions Center. This presen-tation fl
controlled from data displav cons*-l
used to track the rnoue-ert of -h- Iand aircraft operating in *& I
range. The system, therefore. enrrkla person to watch an enlire flcrrl
exercise unfold before his eyes as f I
actually takes place. I

The main control room for remoE I
controlled targets is also iocated i I
the Range Operations Center. wterc I
four Firebees can be controlled at ar I
time. Additional control sites are b !
cated at St. Thomas and Si. C-q I
and on a large hill cailed North Oeli I
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-
cias located adjacent to the head-
quarters building at Roosevelt Roads.
The targets can be maneuvered from
these sites as though they were actual
piloted aircraft or gunboats, adding a
great deal of reality to the weapons
training.

SUR.FACE TARGETS
There are three types of surface

targets available for both missiles and
gunfire. The first of these is the de-
commissioned destroyer Killen. She
has had all equiprnent removed from
her below deck spaces and has been
filled with styrofoam, making her
virtually unsinkable. Equipped with

instruments to . determine the accu-
racy of incoming shots, she is towed
to the target area and is used as a

target for both missiles and gunfire.
The Killen has the capability of
launching a Firebee to simulate
surface-to-surface missile attack. The
other two types of targets are remote
controlled boats, one type being 63

feet long with a top speed of 28

knots. The other type is 20 feet long
and can travel at 45 knots. Because of
its small size and high speed, this
is a very difficult target to hit.

FIREBEE DRONE
The target that receives the most

use in air-to-air and surface-to-air

1

missiles shots is the BQM-34A Fire-
bee drone aircraft. The Firebee is a
small, specially built pilotless jet
airplane that can be remotely con-
trolled. Weighing just over a ton, the
Firebee can reach an altitude of
55,000 feet at speeds just under the
speed of sound. It can be launched
from both the surface and from an
airplane, spending 60-90 minutes on
station, depending on the type of
launch. The Firebee is recoverable
and averages better than five flights
before it is destroyed. With an .aver-
age of five presentations per flight,
this drone can be used for a target ap-
proximately 25 times before its useful-
ness ends.
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lnieni Novy men follow the progress of o BQM presentotlon for USS
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Englond (opposiie poge).
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F-8 "Crusqder" used io present i: - -': -+r,.
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AQM
Another type of target is the super-

sonic, rocket-powered AQM drone.
Only about one quarter the size of
the Firebee, the AQM can reach an
altitude of 70,000 feet and fly at twice
the speed of sound. The AQM is not
recoverable, making it an ideal target
for missiles equipped with warheads.

TDU
There is also a target called the

TDU that can be towed behind an air-
craft. This is the main target for
anti-air gunnery, although it can also
be used as an air-to-air missile tar-
get.

Preseniing oir torgels over the Rongo
requires o wide voriely of oircrofl,
ond YC-8 flies ihem oll.
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A-4 "Skyhowk" used to presenl AQM.

P.2 poirol plone used lo deliver the BQM.

SH-3A helo used to recover downed d':ne,
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