FINAL FLIGHT

: The Skyhawk’s forty-six years of active service to the U.S. Navy drewto a
tlose on May 3, 2003. That day, following a refueling stop at Davis-Monthan AFB
iwhere hundreds of other A-4s currently sit in preservation), the “Last of the Last’
of the Scooters made its final flight to retirement at the Palm Springs Air Museum.
In a public ceremony, pilot LT Rob Woods and co-pilot CAPT Gregory Cooper (CO,
AFWTF) formally handed over Redtail 101 (Bureau Number 154649). Receiving the
sircraft on behalf of the museum were its Director, Sharon Maguire, and the City’s
Mayor, the Honorable William G. Kleindienst.
: For those who know the legendary reliability and simplicity of the Douglas
A-4, the motto “Skyhawks Forever” is not an empty slogan, but rather a statement
fact. Though the last operational aircraft in the United States Navy has been
tired, the Skyhawk continues in service worldwide with the militaries of five na-
ons and with private companies such as Advanced Training Systems Interna-
sonal and British Aerospace here in the United States.

Museum, where it will become part of the museum collection.

Headed for new home: Pilots start leaving a Navy Skyhawk after landing Saturday at the Paim Springs Air
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Skyhawk pilots: Navy pilots Lt. Rob Woods (left) and Capt. Greg Coop-
er address the crowd after landing Saturday.
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